
 

Hospital networks: Configurations on the 
exchanges and their impact on premiums 
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Narrow and ultra-narrow hospital networks are more prevalent (70 percent of 
all networks), increasing the variety of network co nfigurations available to 
consumers  
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Network breadth and product type (e.g., HMO, PPO) a re correlated: the 
majority (76 percent) of ultra-narrow networks is c oupled with HMO designs, 
and the majority of HMOs (58 percent) is coupled wi th ultra-narrow networks 
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Frequency of narrow networks differs notably by car rier type, as does a 
carrier’s ability to translate narrower networks in to competitively-priced 
products 
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Academic medical centers are participating predomin antly in broader, higher-
priced exchange offerings (10 percent higher premiu m on average) 
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Potential implications on market structure and comp etitive dynamics  
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Additional background on the underlying research 
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